
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 4th, 2026  

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ 
mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of 
Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with 
wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 

PRELUDE                

WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
 
We confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.  Amen 



*GATHERING HYMN            v 1,2,3,4                      ELW 832 

  
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you.  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray.  
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. 
In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard 
that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of 
justice and righteousness were expected. 
 
A reading from Isaiah:  
I will sing for my beloved 
  my love song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 
 5 And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6 I will make it a wasteland; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his cherished garden; 



 he expected justice 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness 
  but heard a cry! 
A Word for God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15 
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)  
  Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
 9 You cleared the | ground for it; 
  it took root and | filled the land. 
 10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. R 
 11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 
  and its branches | to the river. 
 12 Why have you broken | down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
 13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 
 14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, 
  look | down from heaven; 
 15 behold and | tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right | hand has planted. R 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right 
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to 
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
A reading from Philippians:  
  
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 



from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay 
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I 
have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 
A Word for God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          

  

 
 
 
*GOSPEL – Matthew 21:33-46 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their 
plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  



  

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same 
way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He 
will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON                     



*HYMN OF THE DAY             V 1,2,4          ELW 727 

 



 
*APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the 
body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 

 



PRAYER REFRAIN                               ELW 794  

  
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform your 
holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We give 
thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter those who 
live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all who are 
sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks for 
teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints who 
have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the Spirit, be with our congregation, our sister congregation Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Alpena with their Supply Pastors and First Congregational as we all work to spread 
your word and love throughout our communities. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PEACE       The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary.  An offering plate is 
located in the center aisle near the back the sanctuary.  
 

OFFERING PEFORMANCE: “Songs of Praises” by Sibelius/Lovelace performed by 
Trinity Choir 



*OFFERTORY                   ELW 472    

  
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

 
 



 
*OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray:  
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
* WORDS TO LOVE BY 
Who is God? Do you want to know Him better?  People have wondered about God for as long 
as there have been people.  They wonder if God still cares about what is going on.  Some people 
think if they get close to God they’re afraid they’ll have to give up their freedom. 
 
There are many things we don’t yet know, but there are many we do.  Looking at nature, we can 
think God is a designer of order and beauty.  And He must be pretty powerful.  When we look at 
ourselves and see that we all have some idea about God and that means God put that idea in us! 
 
God is more than an idea.  He is more than a symbol for good or a “higher being.”  God is a 
very real spirit Being who has always existed in the past, who exists now, and will always exist 
in the future.  God is personal.  God is involved in our world.  All we have to do is stop, look, 
and listen.  God values you for who you are, not what you do. 
 
One quality of God’s nature that should make us treble is His justice.                                                           
One quality of God’s nature that should give us comfort is His love. 
Thank God that your salvation does not depend on you! 
 
From:  God is in the Small Stuff by Bruce and Stan 
 
 
 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER    
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For thy 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
*BLESSING  
 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
 
Amen 



 
 
*SENDING HYMN                         v1,2,4                                 ELW 838 

 
*DISMISSAL  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026027. 
 
 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2055 E. Columbia Avenue  

Battle Creek, MI 49014   
269-963-5356 

tlcbattlecreek.org  
  

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is made 
in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts, 
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).   
 
As we worship, you’re invited to light a candle at the cross on the left wall at any time music is 
playing or we are singing.  This is a way of praying with our bodies and the elements – as we 
light a flame, we lift up our concerns, gratitude, or whatever else we carry in our hearts.  
 

The Council has a goal of better advertising Trinity and all the things going on in 
our congregation.  One way to reach this goal is to increase our presence on 
Facebook by having more folks see our posts.  If you are on Facebook and you 

have not already followed Trinity, please do so and then “Like”, “Comment” and “Share” our 
weekly service and any other happenings.  THANKS!!  
 
Coins For Coats starts this Sunday.  We are collecting coins (bills too) to be donated to the 
Charitable Union for their annual coat distribution for kids on October 27 and 28 at Full Blast.  
Grab a baggie to collect your coins from the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary and 
return by October 18 so that we can get the money to the Charitable Union on October 19.  
Thanks!! 
 

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:   
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church   
Cell: 269-569-4721   
Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org   
  
Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s 
work in the world.    
 
Assisting in worship today:    

Preaching: Doug Martens 
Lay Assistant: Tresa Garver 
Sound Board:  John Kolodizieizyck 
Streaming: Quentin Valenzuela 
Music Director: Ronnie Cung  
 



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY    

October 4 – October 11, 2026   

TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour 
MONDAY: 10:30 Yoga 
TUESDAY: 10:30 Yoga, 12:30 Franklin Pantry 
WEDNESDAY: 12 AA, 6:30 Choir 
THURSDAY:  
FRIDAY:  10:30 Yoga 
SATURDAY:  FCC Cook Out/Car Show Get Out the Vote 4:30 - 6:30 
NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, Coffee Hour 
 
Readings for next Sunday: Isaiah 25: 1 - 9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4: 1 - 9;                                           
Matthew 22: 1 - 14   
  
PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during 
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer 
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed: 

September 27: Mark Johnson; Janelle: Family of Charles Rothwell, Wayne; Eric: Brenon, 
Chuck; Tresa: Herself 

September 20: Gloria: Wayne; Mary: Tish, Charlene; Connie: Mary; Eileen: Family of Billy 
Blackburn; Tresa: Anyone with unspoken needs & concerns. 

September 13: The Family of Ellis Cutler; Janelle: Anthony Case, Chelsea & Baby, Linda, 
John, Wayne; Eric: Brenon; Eileen: Melissa, Jennifer, Butch, Les; Connie: Todd; Kathy: 
Folks impacted by flooding. 

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items 
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet 
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at 
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!!  

 
 


