TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Reformation Sunday
October 25th, 2026

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God's grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN v1,24 ELW 504

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutherarn Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people
to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity
and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

A reading from Jeremiah:

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. ** But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I
will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** No longer
shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and
remember their sin no more.

A Word for God’s people.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 46
The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)

God is our ref- l uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the ! earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ! of the sea;
3 though its waters | rage and foam,



and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
*There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
3>God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the ! break of day.
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R
"The Lord of ! hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works | of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought up- ' on the earth;
?behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that ' T am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted ! in the earth.”
"'The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold. R

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with
God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin
and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

A reading from Romans:

Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 2° For no
human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes
the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by
the Law and the Prophets, ?? the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there is no distinction, ?* since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; 2* they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 2 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over the sins previously committed; 2 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works?



No, rather through the law of faith. 2 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law.

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GOSPEL — JOHN 8:31-26
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the
truth that sets people free from sin.

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples, *? and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” ** They answered
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to



sin. % The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. 3° So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
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We Walk by Faith
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS
PRAYER REFRAIN ELW 794
Calm to the Waves
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CALM SEAS, Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE
LICENSE #A-703197.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
A brief silence.



As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and the
reformers of the church in every generation. Empower this congregation, our sister
congregation St. Peter Lutheran here in Battle Creek with their pastor the Rev. Ed Ruble and
First Congregational, to continue the work of reform and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed. Give all
living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them. Give
wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give courage and
peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its leaders, that
the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are sick or suffering. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and guide them,
that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our beloved
dead. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary. An offering plate is
located in the center aisle near the back the sanctuary.

OFFERING PEFORMANCE: “If God be For Us” by Clifford McCormick performed by
Trinity Choir
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God Bless to Us Our Bread
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Text: Argentine traditional, collected by Federico Pagura, 1923-2016; tr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: BENDICE NUESTRO PAN, Argentine melody, collected by Federico Pagura; arr. John L. Bell
Text and tune © 2002 World Council of Churches. All rights reserved.

English text and arr. © WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:
God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always. Amen



* WORDS TO LOVE BY
MORNING

For flowers that bloom about our feet,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For tender grass so fresh and sweet,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For song of bird and hum of bee,
For all things fair we hear or see,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For blue of stream and blue of sky,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For pleasant shade of branches high,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For fragrant air and cooling breeze,
For beauty of blooming trees,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For this new morning with its light,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For rest and shelter of the night,

R: Father, we thank Thee;
For health and food, for love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends.

R: Father, we thank Thee.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 19032000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698—1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE - Please place your Statement of Intent for 2027 in the basket at the front on
the sanctuary as you exit to join us for coffee hour.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS026027.



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014
269-963-5356
ticbattlecreek.org

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God's image. Since every person is made in the image of
God, every person is part of God's family. Whatever your gender identity or expression, sexual orientation,
race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious background, nationality, or political ideology, you are
welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts, talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ.
“For all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

- The Council has a goal of better advertising Trinity and all the things going on in
our congregation. One way to reach this goal is to increase our presence on
Facebook by having more folks see our posts. If you are on Facebook and you
have not already followed Trinity, please do so and then “Like”, “Comment” and “Share” our
weekly service and any other happenings. THANKS!!

Bible Techniques Class continues this week!! It’s a way to read and study the Bible by
yourself. Tish Gancer is leading the three weekly sessions which started last Thursday. The
cost of the book is $9. See Tish for your copy and to let her know you’ll be joining the group.

This week is Intent Sunday when we make our pledges of not only our financial support for
Trinity but also our time & talents. Please join us after the service for cake!!

Next Sunday is All Saints Sunday. Please enter the names of your saints in our Book of
Remembrance. Their names will be read next week as the service starts.

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church

Cell: 269-569-4721

Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work in the world. Assisting in worship today:

Preaching: Jaimie Fales

Lay Assistant: Gloria Kolodizieizyck
Sound Board: Staff

Streaming: John Kolodizieizyck
Music Director: Ronnie Cung



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
October 25 — November 1

TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour

MONDAY: 10:30 Yoga

TUESDAY: 10:30 Yoga, 7 Council

WEDNESDAY: 10:30 Yoga 12 AA, 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY: 10:30 Bible Techniques Class

FRIDAY: 10:30 Yoga

SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, Coffee Hour, All Saints Sunday

Readings for next Sunday: Revelation 7: 9 - 17; Psalm 34: 1 - 10, 22; 1 John 3: 1 - 3;
Matthew 5:1-12

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:

October 18: Tresa: Angie, Herself; Janelle: Linda Stacey, Wayne, The Haven; Eileen: Bend,
Oregon, Ginesa, Jennifer, Melissa; Linda: Richard, Herself, Janet; Tish: Bible Study
Techniques Class

October 11: Tresa: Angie, Herself; Janelle: Tina Gale, Linda Stacey; Connie: Joe;
JoAnn: Steve, Herself, Celebration of 50" Anniversary; Tish: Bible Techniques Class

October 4: Tresa: Angie, Jim, Beth, Marilyn; Eileen: David, Dianne, Viola

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!



