TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
20" Sunday after Pentecost
October 11th, 2026

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’
parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy
God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses
all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful
invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN v1,2,4 ELW 521
O Day of Rest and Gladness
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1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O day of joy and light,
2 On you, at earth’s cre - a - tion, the light first had its birth;
3 To - day on wea - ry na - tions the heav’n-ly man-na falls;
4 New grac-es ev - er gain - ing from this our day of rest,
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O balm for care and sad - ness, most beau-ti - ful, most bright:

on you, for our sal - va - tion, Christ rose from depths of earth;

to ho - ly con - vo - ca - tions the sil - ver trum-pet -calls,

we reach the rest re - main - ing to spir - its of the blest.
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on you the high and low - ly, through a - ges joined in tune,
on you, our Lord vic - to - rious the Spir - it  sent from heav’n;
where gos-pel light is glow - ing with pure and ra - diant beams
To Ho - ly Ghost be prais - es, to Fa-ther, and to Son;
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sing, “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly,” to the great God tri - une.
and thus on you, most glo - rious, a three-fold light was giv’n.
and liv - ing wa - ter flow - ing with soul - re - fresh-ing streams.
the church its voice up - rais - es to you, blest Three in One.
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—1885, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, M. v. Werkmeister, Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784




*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life
with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just,
and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster
swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this
victory of salvation.
A reading from Isaiah:
O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
*For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
> the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

% On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,

of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain

the shroud that is cast over all peoples,

the covering that is spread over all nations;



8 he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
? 1t will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This 1s the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23

You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)

The Lord ! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3You restore my ! soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
3 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give
thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

A reading from Philippians:

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in
this way, my beloved.

21 urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of
life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. > Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. * Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and



supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ° As for the things that you have
learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with
you.

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GOSPEL — Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God s kingdom are available to all, but the
invitation is not to be taken lightly.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.



Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. * He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. * Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.” °> But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, ® while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ’ The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore into the
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” '° Those slaves went out
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was
filled with guests.

1 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
a wedding robe, '? and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
robe?” And he was speechless. '* Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot,
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” 4 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY V1,234 ACS 1062

Build a Longer Table
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - liles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail  wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our  fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the
communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the
body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS



PRAYER REFRAIN ELW 794
Calm to the Waves
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Calm to the waves. Calm to the wind. Je - sus whis - pers,“Peace, be still.”
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CALM SEAS, Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
A brief silence.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World
Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may know
your undivided love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of natural
beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all communities
facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or
suffering. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation, our
sister congregation St. Paul Lutheran in Alpena with their supply pastors and First
Congregational to open wide their doors and welcome everyone to our tables. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who have
gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary. An offering plate is
located in the center aisle near the back the sanctuary.

OFFERING PEFORMANCE: “We Gather Together” by Matthew J. Pool performed by
Trinity Choir



ELW 472

*OFFERTORY
God Bless to Us Our Bread
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Text: Argentine traditional, collected by Federico Pagura, 1923-2016; tr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: BENDICE NUESTRO PAN, Argentine melody, collected by Federico Pagura; arr. John L. Bell
Text and tune © 2002 World Council of Churches. All rights reserved.

English text and arr. © WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.



* WORDS TO LOVE BY
SLOW ME DOWN, LORD

Give me, amid the confusion of the day,

the calmness of the everlasting hills.

Break the tensions

of my nerves and muscles with the soothing music
of the singing streams that live in my memory.
Help me to know the magical,

restoring power of sleep.

Teach me the art of taking minute vacations —
of slowing down to look at a flower,

to chat with a friend, to pat a dog,

to read a few lines from a book.

Remind me each day

of the fable of the hare and the tortoise,

that [ may know

that the race is not always to the swift —

there is more to life than increasing the speed.
Let me look upward

into the branches of the towering oak and know
that it grew great and strong

because it grew slowly and well.

Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send

my roots deep in to the soil of life’s enduring values
that [ may grow toward the stars

of my greater destiny.

Richard Cardinal Cushing



*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For thy
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever.

Amen



*SENDING HYMN

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing V1,2 ELW 3547

0 u |

DA . ] I o I I | | I — I
V4N | - | etk - | | | | | !
& J o P [l e e F e |,

J & | T —_— &

1 Sent forth by God’s bless -ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell -ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the fruits  of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.

Q ﬁ o | |
—"—r F —f I i i ad - d—‘—;:
A NIV | | 1 | I | IS—— | | | |  I—

PO R S— — ' 1 -

The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one 1n this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your call.
give hon - or to Christ and  his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916—-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

#SAS026027.



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014
269-963-5356
ticbattlecreek.org

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God's image. Since every person is made
in the image of God, every person is part of God s family. Whatever your gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

As we worship, you’re invited to light a candle at the cross on the left wall at any time music is
playing or we are singing. This is a way of praying with our bodies and the elements — as we
light a flame, we lift up our concerns, gratitude, or whatever else we carry in our hearts.

our congregation. One way to reach this goal is to increase our presence on

Facebook by having more folks see our posts. If you are on Facebook and you
have not already followed Trinity, please do so and then “Like”, “Comment” and “Share” our
weekly service and any other happenings. THANKS!!

%AE The Council has a goal of better advertising Trinity and all the things going on in

Coins For Coats is in Week 2. We are collecting coins (bills too) to be donated to the
Charitable Union for their annual coat distribution for kids on October 27 and 28 at Full Blast.
Grab a baggie to collect your coins from the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary and
return by October 18 so that we can get the money to the Charitable Union on October 19.

Tour of The Haven: A tour is scheduled for Friday, October 16, at 2:00. Sign up with Gloria
Kolodizieizyck. See you there!!

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church

Cell: 269-569-4721

Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work in the world. Assisting in worship today:

Preaching: Gloria Kolodizieizyck
Lay Assistant: Heidi Peterson
Sound Board: Staff

Streaming: John Kolodizieizyck
Music Director: Ronnie Cung



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
October 11 — October 18, 2026

TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour

MONDAY: 10:30 Yoga

TUESDAY: 10:30 Yoga, 2:00 Visit to The Haven
WEDNESDAY: 10:30 Yoga 12 AA, 6:30 Choir
THURSDAY: 11:30 Road Runners @ Cornwells Turkeyville
FRIDAY: 10:30 Yoga, 2:00 Visit to The Haven
SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, Coffee Hour

Readings for next Sunday: Isaiah 45: 1 - 7; Psalm 96: 1 -9 [10 - 13];
1Thessalonians 1: 1 - 10; Matthew 22: 15 - 22

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:

October 4: Tresa: Angie, Jim, Beth, Marilyn; Eileen: David, Dianne, Viola

September 27: Mark Johnson; Janelle: Family of Charles Rothwell, Wayne; Eric: Brenon,
Chuck; Tresa: Herself

September 20: Gloria: Wayne; Mary: Tish, Charlene; Connie: Mary; Eileen: Family of Billy
Blackburn; Tresa: Anyone with unspoken needs & concerns.

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!






