TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
16™ Sunday after Pentecost
September 13th, 2026

In today s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of
God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God's
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN v1,2 ELW 867
In Thee Is Gladness
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—-1878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556—1622



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob's death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to
do good and save many lives.

A reading from Genesis:

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” !¢ So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, !’ ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. '8 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as
your slaves.” ! But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? ?° Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. 2! So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

A Word for God’s people.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7]8-13
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)

'Bless the Lord, ' O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God’s benefits—
3 who forgives ! all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
*who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R



> who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed ! like an eagle’s.
®0 Lord, you provide | vindication
and justice for all who ! are oppressed.
"You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- ! dren of Israel.
] ®Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love; R
? you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- ! ger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according ! to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
"' For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13 As a father has compassion ! for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord. R

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite
different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the
Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

A reading from Romans:

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over

opinions. > Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who
eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It
is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain,
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ® If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your



brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ! For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each one of us will be held accountable.
A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gospel Acclamation
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: “Alleluia 7,” Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé¢ Community
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GOSPEL — Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.



Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should
I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 2* When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, % and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 2° So the slave fell
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. ?® But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” * Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” ** But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3! When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. ¥ So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY V1,23 ELW 574

Here I Am, Lord
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lead me. I will hold your peo -ple in my heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946

Music: HERE I AM, LORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the
communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the
body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS



PRAYER REFRAIN
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CALM SEAS, Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears
us.

A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to
embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms
and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to
them. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who
feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation, our sister congregation Covenant Hospital Pastoral Care Department
in Saginaw with Deacon Kathy Bonn and FCC in the welcome you show us in forgiving our
sin. Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all
those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see
that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING PEFORMANCE: “A Round of Praise” by Doulgas Wagner performed by
Trinity Choir



*OFFERTORY
Eat This Bread
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life
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Text: Taizé Community

Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 19231994
Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE

LICENSE #A-703197.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

ELW 472
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trust in me and you will not thirst.”
those who ftrust in you will not thirst.
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* WORDS TO LOVE BY

Canticle of the Sun

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,

Yours are the praises, the glory, the honor, and all blessings.
To You alone, Most High, do they belong,

and no man is worthy to mention Y our name.

Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures;

especially Brother Sun, who is the day, and through whom You give us light.
And he 1s beautiful and radiant with great splendor,

and bears a likeness to You, Most High One.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars;
in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and serene,
and every kind of weather through which You give sustenance to Your creatures.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,
which is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night;
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth,
who sustains us and governs us and who produces
varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs.

Praised be You, my Lord,
through those who give pardon for Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.

Blessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High, they shall be crowned.

Praised be You, my Lord,
through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no living man can escape.



Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will,
for the second death shall do them no harm.

Praise and bless my Lord,
and give Him thanks,
and serve Him with great humility.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.



*SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014
269-963-5356
ticbattlecreek.org

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God's image. Since every person is made
in the image of God, every person is part of God s family. Whatever your gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

As we worship, you’re invited to light a candle at the cross on the left wall at any time music is
playing or we are singing. This is a way of praying with our bodies and the elements — as we
light a flame, we lift up our concerns, gratitude, or whatever else we carry in our hearts.

God’s Work, Our Hands: Next weekend is God’s Work, Our Hands Weekend. On Saturday
we will gather here at Trinity and assemble sack lunches to be delivered to The Haven of Rest
later in the afternoon. After the service on Sunday, a light lunch will be served followed by
creating cards to be delivered to nursing homes. We’ll also be painting rocks to be added to our
memorial garden or taken home to be shared with our neighbors.

our congregation. One way to reach this goal is to increase our presence on

Facebook by having more folks see our posts. If you are on Facebook and you
have not already followed Trinity, please do so and then “Like”, “Comment” and “Share” our
weekly service and any other happenings. THANKS!!

M’: The Council has a goal of better advertising Trinity and all the things going on in

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church
Cell: 269-569-4721

Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work 1n the world.

Assisting in worship today:

Preaching: Rev. Ricky Perry

Lay Assistant: Gloria Kolodizieizyck
Sound Board: John Kolodizieizyck
Streaming: Doug Martens

Music Director: Ronnie Cung



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
September 13 — September 20, 2026

TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour

MONDAY: 10:30 Yoga

TUESDAY: 10:30 Yoga

WEDNESDAY: 12 AA, 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY: 11:30 Road Runners (@ D’Nicio’s

FRIDAY: 10:30 Yoga

SATURDAY: God’s Work, Our Hands Saturday, Sack Lunches taken to Haven of Rest
NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday w/lunch

Readings for next Sunday: Jonah 3:10 - 4:11; Psalm 145: 1 - 8;
Philippians: 1: 21 - 30; Matthew 20: 1 - 16

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:

September 6: Kathy: Hadley, Steven; Tresa: Angela; Janelle: Charles Rothwell & family;
Al: Harold

August 30: Family of Ellis Cutler; Janelle: Linda Stacey, Ginesa; Eric: Brenon; Connie:
Colin; Tresa: Angela, Jim

August 23: Janelle: Linda Stacey, Ginesa, Battle Creek Family whose child died in an
accident; Gloria: 63" Anniversary; Eileen: David, Jennifer, Melissa, James; Tresa: Angela,
Alyssa; Eric: Brenon

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!!



