
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
11th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9th, 2026  

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the 
disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth 
to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

PRELUDE      

WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN            v1,2,4                    ELW 817  

 



*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you.  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray.  
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 
the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured 
Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God 
instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.. 
A reading from 1st Kings, 
At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lordwas not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint 
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand 
in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

A Word for God’s people.  

Thanks be to God.  



Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13 
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps 85:8) 

 1  I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12 The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the 
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
A reading from Romans:  
  
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 
these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say 
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading 
to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to 
all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 
proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
A Word for God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  



 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          

  

 
 
 
 
 
*GOSPEL – Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite 
their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they 
are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

  



 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the 
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early 
in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON                     



*HYMN OF THE DAY             V 1,2,4           ELW 763 

 



  
*APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the 
body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 

 



PRAYER REFRAIN                               ELW 794  
 

 
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.  
The following responses will be used after each petition: Receive our prayer. 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where 
your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its variety 
and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with 
compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to 
all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation, for our sister congregation St. Peter Lutheran in Unionville with their 
pastor the Rev. Jeffery Born, for First Congregational and for all their ministries, that they 
reflect your love and life amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other 
church leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that 
we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary.  An offering plate is 
located in the center aisle near the back the sanctuary.  
 
OFFERING PEFORMANCE:  Chopin Waltz in A minor performed by Ronnie Cung 



*OFFERTORY                   ELW 472    

  
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

*OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray:  
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
 



*WORDS TO LOVE BY 
Where God’s People Gather 
 
The essence of CHURCH is your Christian family – those people around the world who follow 
Christ and commit themselves to Him and to each other.  For Paul, the expression of the church 
meant a personal relationship among Christians.  He most often compared the church to a 
human body.  In a body, all the parts and details are important, and they usually function in 
harmony: 
 
If one member is injured or sick, then the entire body suffers. 
 
The members must operate in unison because if they try to go in opposite directions they won’t 
get anywhere.  Some members are more visible, while others pay a vital role on the inside, but 
both types are necessary.  There are no small parts in the body of Christ.  If every member were 
the same, the body would look really weird and it wouldn’t function very well. 
 
Think about yourself:  What is your role in the church? How do you fit in the body? Are you 
contributing to the health and fitness of the body? Being part of a church is a lot more than just 
attending a service on Sunday morning and tossing a few coins in the basket.  Being part of a 
church involves an interactive relationship between people with Christ as their common bond.  
You can’t walk out of the church on Sunday morning.  You are part of the body all week long.  
The measure of a good sermon is the listener’s response, not the pastor’s speech!  Don’t leave 
the sermon at church! 
 
Authors:  Bruce and Stan 
 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER    
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

*BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen.  



*SENDING HYMN                         v1,2,3,4                                      ELW 689 
 

 
DISMISSAL  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE          

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.  



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2055 E. Columbia Avenue  

Battle Creek, MI 49014   
269-963-5356 

tlcbattlecreek.org  
  

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is made 
in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts, 
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).   
 
As we worship, you’re invited to light a candle at the cross on the left wall at any time music is 
playing or we are singing.  This is a way of praying with our bodies and the elements – as we 
light a flame, we lift up our concerns, gratitude, or whatever else we carry in our hearts.  
 

The Council has a goal of better advertising Trinity and all the things going on in 
our congregation.  One way to reach this goal is to increase our presence on 
Facebook by having more folks see our posts.  If you are on Facebook and you 

have not already followed Trinity, please do so and then “Like”, “Comment” and “Share” our 
weekly service and any other happenings.  THANKS!!  
 
Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:   
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church   
Cell: 269-569-4721   
Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org   
  
Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and 
God’s work in the world.    

Assisting in worship today:    

Preaching: Reverend Ricky Perry 
Assisting Minister: Gloria Kolodizieizyck 
Sound Board:  Ellis Cutler 
Streaming: Quentin Valenzuela 
Music Director: Ronnie Cung  
 
 
 
  
 



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY    

August 9 – August 16, 2026   

TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour  
MONDAY: 10:30 Yoga 
TUESDAY: 10:30 Yoga; 2–4, Freeze Pop Tuesday 
WEDNESDAY: 12 AA 
THURSDAY:  
 FRIDAY:  10:30 Yoga 
SATURDAY:   
NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, Coffee Hour  
 
Readings for next Sunday:  Isaiah 56: 1, 6 – 8; Psalm 67; Romans 11: 1 – 2a, 29 – 32;      
   Matthew 15: [10 – 20] 21 – 28  
  
PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during 
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer 
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:   

August 2: Janelle: Gary & Andi Talent, Ginesa; Tresa: Angela; Doug: Ron & Sue;       
Kendra: Kathy; Eric: Brenon 

July 26: Tresa: Art, Angela; Janelle: Gary & Andi Talent, Rod & Carla Tungate, Sam & 
Courtney Summers, herself 

July 19: Tresa: Art’s family as they travel for reunion. 

July 12:  Janelle: Amber, Ginesa; Connie: Penny; Doug M: Carla; Eileen: Melissa, Jennifer, 
David, Wayne, Gwen 

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items 
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet 
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at 
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!!  
 
  
  
  
  

 
 


