TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th Sunday after Pentecost
July Sth, 2026

The mystery of God's ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet describes an
everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus
associates with those excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we
lament flawed systems; and we seek God's mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal by
Christ s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in
beloved community.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
source of hope in every nation,

rest for the weary,

glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God.
Silence 1s kept for reflection.

God of all mercy,

we have sinned against you,

our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities,
our desire to do what is good

is at war with the evil that dwells in us.
We lament the evil that holds us captive.
We repent of the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us
for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God

forgive you all your sins

through the grace of = Jesus Christ,

and by the Spirit’s power

strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN vl,2, ELW 891

God Bless Our Native Land
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Text: Charles T. Brooks, 1812-1883; John S. Dwight, 1813-1893
Music: NATIONAL ANTHEM, Thesaurus Musicus, London, 1744
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you,
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of
God s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

A reading from Zechariah:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

A Word for God’s people.

Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)

*The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
?Lord, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works. R
10 All your works shall praise | you, O Lord,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
' They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
12 that all people may know ! of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- ! out all
ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.
4The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down. R

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be
wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

A reading from Romans:

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. '*Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. " But in fact it is no longer I
who do it but sin that dwells within me. '* For I know that the good does not dwell within me,
that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. ' For I do
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 2 Now if I do what I do not want,
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

21'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ?* For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 2> but I see in my members another law at war with
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. >* Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 2> Thanks
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gospel Acclamation
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: “Alleluia 7,” Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé Community
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GOSPEL — Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks
God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.



[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] !¢ “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; !° the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; *° yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 2’ All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. ** For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY V1,23 ELW 888

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903



*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the
communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the
body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS



PRAYER REFRAIN verse 3 ELW 403
Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter Cutts, b. 1937

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL

60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE
LICENSE #A-703197.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.
The following responses will be used after each petition: Hear our prayer.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all of creation.

A brief silence.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. Knit us
together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness
and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders

with clarity and courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to the
western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As we
take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and enliven
our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine
life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people that delights
in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of
independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb
every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with
poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge;
those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted.
Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we name before
you now. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for
protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died
ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates,
and activists.Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and with saints of every
tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for our congregation, our sister congregation Saron Lutheran in St. Joseph and their
pastor the Rev. James Smith and for First Congregational as we work together to spread your
love throughout our nation and the other nations of the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary. An offering plate is
located in the center aisle near the back the sanctuary.



OFFERING PERFORMANCE

*OFFERTORY ELW 472

Eat This Bread
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life
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Text: Taizé Community

Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 19231994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE
LICENSE #A-703197.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Blessed are you, O God,

for waves of grain and harvesters,
fruitful vines and winepresses,

for our labor and our rest,

for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer

into the banquet of your compassion,
serving your love without limits
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen



* WORDS TO LOVE BY

Who is God? Do you want to know Him better? People have wondered about God for as long
as there have been people. They wonder if God still cares about what is going on. Some people
think if they get close to God they’re afraid they’ll have to give up their freedom.

There are many things we don’t yet know, but there are many we do. Looking at nature, we can
think God is a designer of order and beauty. And He must be pretty powerful. When we look at
ourselves and see that we all have some idea about God and that means God put that idea in us!

God is more than an idea. He is more than a symbol for good or a “higher being.” God is a
very real spirit Being who has always existed in the past, who exists now, and will always exist
in the future. God is personal. God is involved in our world. All we have to do is stop, look,
and listen. God values you for who you are, not what you do.

One quality of God’s nature that should make us treble is His justice.
One quality of God’s nature that should give us comfort is His love.

Thank God that your salvation does not depend on you!

From: God is in the Small Stuff by Bruce and Stan

*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*BLESSING

The Author of life,

the Word of salvation,

the Breath of new birth,

*+ one God, bless you

and equip you for living and serving,
today and every day. Amen.
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my - self | give you; let your will be done.

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3
Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957
Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company, st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Outside USA: Music © Breitkopf & Hirtel, Wiesbaden.

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.




TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014
269-963-5356
ticbattlecreek.org

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God's image. Since every person is made
in the image of God, every person is part of God s family. Whatever your gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

As we worship, you’re invited to light a candle at the cross on the left wall at any time music is
playing or we are singing. This is a way of praying with our bodies and the elements — as we
light a flame, we lift up our concerns, gratitude, or whatever else we carry in our hearts.

our congregation. One way to reach this goal is to increase our presence on
Facebook by having more folks see our posts. If you are on Facebook and you
have not already followed Trinity, please do so and then “Like”, “Comment” and “Share” our
weekly service and any other happenings. THANKS!!
biakag
Matr — Mark Your Calendars: Saturday, July 18, is the date of the annual Battle Creek Pride
~ Festat Leila Arboretum. The event runs from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm and Trinity has a
table. Please see Gloria Kolodizieizyck to sign up for a two-hour block of time to volunteer
manning our table and sharing the good news that everyone is safe here!

%ﬁ’: The Council has a goal of better advertising Trinity and all the things going on in

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church

Cell: 269-569-4721

Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and
God’s work in the world.

Assisting in worship today:

Preaching: Rev. Ricky Perry
Assisting Minister: Tresa Garver
Sound Board: Ellis Cutler
Streaming: John Kolodizieizyck
Music Director: Ronnie Cung



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
July 5 — July 12, 2026
TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour

MONDAY: 10:30 Yoga

TUESDAY: 10:30 Yoga, 12:30 Pantry; 2—4, Freeze Pop Tuesday
WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY: 10:30 Yoga

SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, Coffee Hour

Readings for next Sunday: Zechariah 9: 9 — 12; Psalm 145: 8 — 14; Romans 7: 15 — 25a;
Matthew 11: 16 — 19, 25 - 30

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:

June 28: Janelle: Tina Gale, Rod Tungate; Eileen: Melissa, Jennifer; Tresa: Angela, Art
June 21: Janelle: Tina Gale, Jerry Woody; Tresa: Jeff & Diane, Eddie; Christine: Aubrey

June 14: Connie: Linda; Janelle: Jerry Woody, Jennifer Lockmiller; Mary: Tish; Eileen:
Jennifer; Doug: Eileen; Tresa: Thanksgiving for Daniel and Trinity; Kendra: Zander

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!!



