
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 14th, 2026  

Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the 
disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion 
with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to 
share our bread with the hungry. 

PRELUDE             

WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN            v1,2,4,5                       ELW 883 

  



 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you.  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray.  
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your 
love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your 
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them 
to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s 
will. 
 
A reading from Exodus:  
The Israelites journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 
wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God; 
the Lordcalled to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the 
Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall 
be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you 
shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak 
to the Israelites.” 
  7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words 
that the Lord had commanded him. 8a The people all answered as one, “Everything that 
the Lord has spoken we will do.” 

A Word for God’s people.  

Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 100 
We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 100:3) 

 1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all you lands! 
  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a song. 
 3 Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom | we belong; 
  we are God’s people and the sheep | of God’s pasture. R 



 4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s | holy name. 
 5 Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from | age to age. R 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right 
relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
 
A reading from Romans:  
  
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that 
affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 
A Word for God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

   
     

  



 
*GOSPEL – Matthew 9:35-10:8 [9-23] 
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his 
first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord.   

1  [Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the 
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the 
one who betrayed him. 
 
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to 
gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the 
sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without 
payment; give without payment. [9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for 
your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever 
town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you 
enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, 
shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
 
  16 “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in 
their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you 
are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that 
time, 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Sibling 
will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures 
to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell 



you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

SERMON                     



*HYMN OF THE DAY             V 1,2,5           ELW 579 

 

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.  



*APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the 
body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  



PRAYER REFRAIN                     ELW 388  

  
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.  
The following responses will be used after each petition: Hear our prayer. 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As we observe 
Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who proclaim your liberating love. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join the chorus of 
the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and 
conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for 
peace. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and doubt. Protect those 
experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other 
worries. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give our congregation and our 
sister congregation Peace Lutheran in Sparta with the Rev. Bridget Whately the wisdom to 
know how best to serve our local communities and our neighbors. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as we seek to 
follow those who have led your church. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O 
God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  

OFFERING PEFORMANCE:  



*OFFERTORY        v. 3, 4             ELW 379    

  
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

*OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray:  
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen 
 



* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age.  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from the 
waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to 
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you 
for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and 
resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  And believing the 
witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and 
promised feast.  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 
world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth burning with justice, peace, and love.  

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy 
Church, both now and forever.  Amen.  

*LORD’S PRAYER    
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
*COMMUNION  
This is God’s table.  All are welcome.  Please take a small cup as you come forward and find a 
space around the altar rail.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is in the prefilled glasses and there is 
gluten-free bread available.  If you do not wish to commune, you are still invited forward for a 
blessing.  If it is easier to remain in your seat for communion, please let the usher know and we 
will bring communion to you.  

*TABLE BLESSING  
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.    



 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen.  

*BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen.  



*SENDING HYMN                                                                   ELW 661 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE             

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026027.  



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2055 E. Columbia Avenue 

Battle Creek, MI 49014  
269-963-5356 

tlcbattlecreek.org 
 

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is made 
in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts, 
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).  
 
Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:  

Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church  
Cell: 269-569-4721  
Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org  
 
Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and 
God’s work in the world.   

Assisting in worship today:   
 
Preaching: Pastor Nate Craddock 
Assisting Minister: Laurie Swanson 
Sound Board: Staff 
Streaming: Quentin Valenzuela 
Music Director: Ronnie Cung 
 
THIS WEEK AT TRINITY   

June 14 – June 21, 2026  

TODAY: 11:00 am Worship, Coffee Hour 
MONDAY: 6:30 Trinity 2026 Visioning Committee  
TUESDAY: 2 – 4, Freeze Pop Tuesday 
WEDNESDAY:  
THURSDAY:  
FRIDAY:  
SATURDAY:  
NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 am, Worship, Coffee Hour 
 
 



Readings for next Sunday:  Jeremiah 20:7 – 13; Psalm 69: 7 – 10 [11 – 15] 16 – 18; 
Romans 6:1b – 11; Matthew 10:24 – 39  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during 
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer 
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:  

June 7: Connie: Family of Jim Ledbetter, Todd; Doug: Eileen; Janelle: Kris Leiter & Dan 
Leiter; Tish: Roseann; Tresa: Jim, Shawn Michael, Alyssa, Morgan, Daniel 

May 31: Tish: Roseann; Eileen: JoAnn & Steve Rusan, Valerie, Vada; Tresa: Beth, Jim, 
Angela; Eric: Herb, Himself; Connie: Families of Ken Johnson and Ross Jarrard, Dick Sheffer, 
Linda Herman; Janelle: Kelly Case, Jessica Hatch, Jenny Wyatt, Justin Stacy, Ginesa;  
Kendra: Gina 

May 24: Eric: Herbert Nichols; Connie: Tresa, Linda, Angela; Eileen: Vada Mercer;    
Janelle: Ginesa 

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items needed 
are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet paper and 
soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at church placing 
them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!! 
  


