TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Holy Trinity, 1* Sunday after Pentecost
May 31st, 2026

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting
that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced
the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the
mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to
bear witness to our faith.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN v1,2,3,4 ELW 665
Rise, Shine, You People!
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - 1ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him 1is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round -ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom -en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus” glo - 1y
Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOJTKIEWIECYZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and
we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in
all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and
love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving
Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then
rests on the seventh day.

A reading from Genesis:

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. > Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light
was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” ” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. ® God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.

? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. ° God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. !! Then God said, “Let the
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 2 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it
was good. '3 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

4 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, '° and let them be lights
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. ® God made the two great
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, '® to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. '? And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 2! So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird
of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.



4 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. > God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over
all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every
living thing that moves upon the earth.” % God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have
them for food. *° And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. *! God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. > On the sixth day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that
he had done. * So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from
all the work that he had done in creation.

2 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

A Word for God’s people.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 8
How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1)

'O Lord our Lord,
how majestic is your name in ! all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- ! fants and
children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe ' and avenger.
3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set ! in their courses,
*what are mere mortals that you should be mind- ! ful of them,
human beings that you should ! care for them? R
> Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- ! or you crown them.
You have made them rule over the works ! of your hands;



you have put all things un- ! der their feet:
7all | flocks and cattle,

even the wild beasts ! of the field,
8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,

and whatever passes along the paths ! of the sea.
20 ' Lord our Lord,

how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship
grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God s love, and the Spirit'’s partnership.

A reading from 2" Corinthians:

[Paul writes:] !! Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree
with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. '? Greet one
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL — Matthew 28:16-20
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize
and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed

them. !7 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. '* And Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ° Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit ?° and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY V1,24 ELW 412
Come, Join the Dance of Trinity
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I Come, join the dance of Trin-1 - ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun—
2 Come, see the face of Trin-i - ty, new-born in Beth - le - hem;
3 Come, speak a - loud of Trin-1-ty, as wind and tongues of flame
4 With - in the dance of Trin-1 - ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun,
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the in - ter-weav-ing of the Three, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
then blood-ied by a crown of thorns out - side Je - ru - sa - lem.
set peo-ple free at Pen -te - cost to tell the Sav -ior’s name.
we sing the prais -es of the Three, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
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The u - ni- verse of space and time did not a - rise by chance,
The dance of Trin -1 - ty i1s meant for hu - man flesh and bone;
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth;
Let wvoic -es rise and in - ter-weave,by love and hope set free,
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but as the Three, in love and hope, made room with-in their dance.
when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trin-1 - ty.

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted
under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.



*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the
communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the
body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER REFRAIN ELW 388
Be Not Afraid
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Be not a-fraid, singout for joy! Christis ris-en,al-le - lu - ia!
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community

Music: BE NOT AFRAID, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications. Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.
The following responses will be used after each petition: Hear our prayer.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a
new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and
wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work
of fostering peace and community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick.
Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community along with our sister
congregation Faith Lutheran in Sidney. Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers.
Nurture their faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises.
Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O
God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary. An offering plate is
located in the center aisle near the back the sanctuary.

OFFERING ANTHEM: O Lord My God, You Are My Refuge by J.S Bach



*OFFERTORY v.3,4 ELW 379
Now the Green Blade Rises
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1 Now the green blade r1is - es from the bur-ied  grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the ris - en grain,
4 When our hearts are win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that in  dark earth man -y  days has lain;
think - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
your touch can call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - r1is - ing  green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



* WORDS TO LOVE BY

Where Jesus is...there is joy, there is peace, there is love.

And that is why he made himself the Bread of Life to be our life of love and joy.
No one else can give what he gives, and he is there all the time.

We have only to realize that.

Dear Jesus,

Help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go,
Flood our souls with your spirit and life.

Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly

that our lives may only be a radiance of yours.

Shine through us and be so in us

That every soul we come in contact with

may feel your presence in our soul.

Let them look up and see no longer us but only Jesus.
Stay with us and then we shall begin to shine as you shine,
so shine as to be light to others.

The light, O Jesus will be all from you.

None of it will be ours.

It will be you shining on others through us.

Let us thus praise you in the way you love best

By shining on those around us.

Let us preach you without preaching

not by words but by our examples

by the catching force

the sympathetic influence of what we do

the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear to you. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the

Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.



*SENDING HYMN

verse 1,2,3

Listen, God Is Calling
Neno lake Mungu

ELW 513

Refrain
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1 Je - sus gave his man-date: share the good news
2 Let none be for - got - ten through - out the world.
3 Help us to be faith - ful, stand - ing stead - fast,
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In the tri - une name of God go and bap - tize
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Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, b. 1919

Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014 269-963-5356

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God's image. Since every person is made
in the image of God, every person is part of God s family. Whatever your gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:
Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church

Cell: 269-569-4721
Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and
God’s work in the world.

Assisting in worship today:

Preaching: Rev. Ricky Perry

Assisting Minister: Gloria Kolodizieizyck
Sound Board: John Kolodizieizyck
Streaming: Quentin Valenzuela

Music Director: Ronnie Cung

NOTE: NEXT WEEK, Sunday, June 7, our worship time will move to
11:00. First Congregational will start holding their service in our
sanctuary at 9:30. See you at 11:00!




THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
May 31 — June 7, 2026

TODAY: 10:30am Worship, Coffee Hour
MONDAY:
TUESDAY: 12:30, Franklin Pantry

WEDNESDAY:
THURSDAY:
FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:
NEXT SUNDAY: 11:00 Worship, Coffee Hour

Readings for next Sunday: Hosea 5:15 — 6:6: Psalm 50:7 — 15: Romans 4:13 - 25:
Matthew 9:9 — 13, 18 — 26

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:

May 17: Connie: Jan and Mike, former member Olaf Stolen, Jack; Tresa: FCC

May 10: Janelle: Tina Gale; Gloria: Wayne, Doug & herself at Synod; Tresa: Thanksgiving
for Daniel finishing his probationary training with BCPD.

May 3: Connie: Family of Lee Austin

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items needed
are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet paper and
soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at church placing
them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!!



