
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Day of Pentecost  
May 24th, 2026  

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount 
Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and 
among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul 
reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these 
gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too 
are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

PRELUDE Bind us Together (With One Voice 748) 
WELCOME 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you.  
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN                      v. 1,2,4          ELW 526 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you.  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray.  
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your 
Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all 
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke 
portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished 
people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to 
witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
A reading from Acts:  
When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 
 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
   and they shall prophesy. 



 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

A Word for God’s people.  

Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 

 1 How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26 There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27 All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season. R 
 28 You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29 When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31 May the glory of the Lord en- | dure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in | all your works. R 
 32 You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33 I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34 May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the Lord. 
 35b Bless the Lord, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah! R 

 

 



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and 
Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts 
for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same 
Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 
 
A reading from 1st Corinthians:  
  
 No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but 
the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
A Word for God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

        
  

 
 



*GOSPEL – John 20:19-23 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

  

   When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON   



  
*HYMN OF THE DAY             V 1,2,3           ELW 709 
       

    
       



 

 
*APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the 
body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  



PRAYER REFRAIN          verse 1           ELW 741  

  
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.  
The following responses will be used after each petition: Receive our prayer. 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all ministers of the 
gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they encounter. Bless the work of 
interreligious dialogue. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things, bring forth 
clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we contemplate all you have made. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among nations. Bestow 
peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work for justice, and guard those 
serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend as we remember those who died in service 
to their country. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for those who 
hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort those 
who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your name. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those preparing for or 
affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith and our sister 
congregation Resurrection Lutheran in Saginaw as they live out their baptismal promises. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for our ancestors in the 
faith whose witness to your mighty works continues to inspire our lives. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   



PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  

*OFFERING                                                                                         Verse 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-70319 

You are invited to share your offering as you enter the sanctuary.  An offering plate is located in the 
center aisle near the back the sanctuary. 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray:  
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day  
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and  
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen 



 
* WORDS TO LOVE BY 
Where Jesus is…there is joy, there is peace, there is love. 
And that is why he made himself the Bread of Life to be our life of love and joy. 
No one else can give what he gives, and he is there all the time. 
We have only to realize that. 
 
Dear Jesus, 
Help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go, 
Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly 
that our lives may only be a radiance of yours. 
Shine through us and be so in us 
That every soul we come in contact with 
may feel your presence in our soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer us but only Jesus. 
Stay with us and then we shall begin to shine as you shine, 
so shine as to be light to others. 
The light, O Jesus will be all from you. 
None of it will be ours. 
It will be you shining on others through us. 
Let us thus praise you in the way you love best 
By shining on those around us. 
Let us preach you without preaching 
not by words but by our examples 
by the catching force 
the sympathetic influence of what we do 
the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear to you. Amen 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER    
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
*BLESSING  
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  



*SENDING HYMN                               verse 1,2          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE    May the God of Hope Go With Us                 ACS 984  

Please be seated following the postlude for a short congregational meeting for the purpose 
of electing council members for the 2026 – 2027 church year.  

NOTE: Starting in two weeks, Sunday, June 7, our worship time 
will move to 11:00.  First Congregational will start holding their 
service in our sanctuary at 9:30. See you at 11:00!   

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026027.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2055 E. Columbia Avenue  

Battle Creek, MI 49014 269-963-5356  

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is made 
in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts, 
talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. “For all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).  

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:  

Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church  
Cell: 269-569-4721  
Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org  
 
Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and 
God’s work in the world.   

Assisting in worship today:   
 
Preaching: Tresa Garver 
Assisting Minister: Mary Conklin 
Sound Board: Ellis Cutler 
Streaming: Doug Martens 

Music Director: Ronnie Cung 
 
Thank You to Laurie Swanson for sharing her musical talents with us this Sunday while Ronnie 
Cung has the weekend off.  
 
THIS WEEK AT TRINITY   

May 24 – May 31, 2026  

TODAY: 10:30am Worship, Congregational Meeting, Coffee Hour 
MONDAY: Memorial Day 
TUESDAY:  7:00 Council 
WEDNESDAY:  
THURSDAY:  
FRIDAY:  
SATURDAY:  
NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30 Worship, Coffee Hour 



 
Readings for next Sunday:  Genesis 1: 1 – 2, 4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13: 11 – 13;  
Matthew 28: 16 – 20  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during 
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer 
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:  

May 17: Connie: Jan and Mike, former member Olaf Stolen, Jack; Tresa: FCC 

May 10: Janelle: Tina Gale; Gloria: Wayne, Doug & herself at Synod; Tresa: Thanksgiving 
for Daniel finishing his probationary training with BCPD. 

May 3: Connie: Family of Lee Austin 

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items needed 
are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet paper and 
soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at church placing 
them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!! 
  

 


