
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

May 3rd, 2026  

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in 
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness 
into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

PRELUDE             

WELCOME  

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
And also with you.  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to 
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.  
 
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles 
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. 
For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 
A reading from Acts:  
Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

A Word for God’s people.  

Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps 31:5) 

 1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 



 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
 15 My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s 
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
A reading from Peter:  
  
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 
A Word for God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  



 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

   
     

  
 
 
 
 
*GOSPEL – John 14:1-14 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one 
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

  

1  [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 
in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but 



the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do 
it.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON                     
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Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted 
under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.  



*APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the 
communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the 
body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
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Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
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LICENSE #A-703197.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.  
The following responses will be used after each petition: Receive our prayer. 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, 
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they 
encounter. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys. 
Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace 
and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up 
advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need, 
and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing 
hands in this world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of community, you call us together here and at our sister congregation Ascension Lutheran 
in Saginaw with their pastor Rev. Julie Bailey as your people for mutual support and to witness 
to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship 
today. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never 
separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty 
acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  

OFFERING ANTHEM: Jubilate Deo 
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Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 
LICENSE #A-703197.  

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray:  
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love.  In the name of Jesus, Amen 



* WORDS TO LOVE BY 
Where Jesus is…there is joy, there is peace, there is love. 
And that is why he made himself the Bread of Life to be our life of love and joy. 
No one else can give what he gives, and he is there all the time. 
We have only to realize that. 
 
Dear Jesus, 
Help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go, 
Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly 
that our lives may only be a radiance of yours. 
Shine through us and be so in us 
That every soul we come in contact with 
may feel your presence in our soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer us but only Jesus. 
Stay with us and then we shall begin to shine as you shine, 
so shine as to be light to others. 
The light, O Jesus will be all from you. 
None of it will be ours. 
It will be you shining on others through us. 
Let us thus praise you in the way you love best 
By shining on those around us. 
Let us preach you without preaching 
not by words but by our examples 
by the catching force 
the sympathetic influence of what we do 
the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear to you. Amen 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER    
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*BLESSING  
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  
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*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!   Thanks be to God. Alleluia!! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2055 E. Columbia Avenue  

Battle Creek, MI 49014 269-963-5356  

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is made in the image of 
God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 
race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious background, nationality, or political ideology, you are 
welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts, talents, opinions, and experiences are strengthened in the body of Christ. 
“For all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).  

Contact Info: For emergency pastoral care contact:  

Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church  
Cell: 269-569-4721  
Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org  
 
Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and 
God’s work in the world.   

Assisting in worship today:   
 
Preaching: Tresa Garver 
Assisting Minister: Doug Martens 
Sound Board: Staff 
Streaming: John Kolodizieizyck 

Music Director: Ronnie Cung 
 
THIS WEEK AT TRINITY   

May 3 – May 10, 2026  

TODAY: 10:30am Worship, Coffee Hour 
MONDAY:  
TUESDAY:   
WEDNESDAY: 6:30 Choir Practice 
THURSDAY:  
FRIDAY:  
SATURDAY:  
NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30 Worship, Mother’s Day Coffee Hour 
 
Readings for next Sunday:  Acts 7: 55 – 60; Psalm 31: 1 – 5, 15 – 16; 1 Peter 2: 2 – 10;  
 John 14: 1 – 14   
 
 



PRAYER REQUESTS Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during 
worship and can also be added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer 
requests will stay on the list for three weeks and can be renewed:  

April 26: Connie: Sarah, Reeva, Todd; Janelle: Trinity Lutheran Family; Vicki: Brandi;     
Tresa: Angela and her family, Bradley Dillard 

April 19:  Connie: Sarah & Reeva, Family of Bob Mann 

April 12: Janelle: Bobby Holley; Tresa: Jacob & Family; Diane: Family of Sarah Rider 

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items needed 
are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet paper and 
soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at church placing 
them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!! 


