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BUCKET CHECK IN  
 

In the May Trumpet, I shared the story of my 
friend Angie and her husband who had a really 
stressful February (heart transplant for him, a 
broken leg requiring her hip replacement to be 

redone for her) and her thoughts on three buckets.  Bucket #1, things that 
make you happy (new shoes, a good beverage), Bucket #2, things that you 
need (food, sleep, water) and Bucket #3, she called this the soul/emotional 
bucket, the things that stay and fuel us.  
 
Since we started the month of November celebrating All Saints Sunday and 
the saints that have gone before us, I thought it would be a good time to pause 
and think about the saints that are currently in our lives and the ways we can 
add to our Bucket #3.  I realized that our lives are super busy and we often 
don’t take the time to just stop and enjoy being with the people around us.  
 
Angie is on the same page and recently posted a reminder to “Fill your bucket.  
Do something today that sustains you - gives you a core memory - leaves you 
with a ‘feel good’ long after the moment is gone.  Those deep, soul filling 
things will keep you afloat when the day is heavy.”  We’re entering the holiday 
season with many opportunities to gather with family and friends.  After all the 
preparations are done, stop, take a breath, appreciate the time you’re sharing 
the special people in your life.  Do something extra - play a game, color Advent 
Bag signs while having a talk, go for a walk with someone, share photos both 
old and new, carol at a nursing home, sit with friends and make cards for shut 
ins, do something beyond sitting down to a delicious meal.  You don’t know 
who will or will not be there next year, make a memory now. 
 
Bucket filling doesn’t require an elaborate holiday gathering, it could also be as 
simple as making a pile of leaves in your yard, covering your dog and/or kids 
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with them and then they all jump up and everyone laughs.  
Bucket filling can sneak up on you.  Often, after you’ve 
shared an activity with friends, you realize that you’ve added 
to Bucket #3 even when all you’ve done is something as 
simple as painting rocks!  
 

Visioning Team Update 
 
The joint Trinity and St. Peter Visioning Committee met on Monday, October 
20, to share the results of service times survey of both congregations.  These 
results will be used to identify the most popular choices and do a follow up 
survey of both congregations to decide the final service schedule.  The rest of 
the meeting was spent brain storming what current duties done by Pastor Ed 
could be delegated to a new hire or members of either congregation freeing up 
time for him to help Trinity expand our ministry.  
 
The entire minutes from the meeting, including the survey results, are on the 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for anyone wishing to read them. 

 
November Happenings at Trinity 

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
 
Members received a letter from President Jeff Andert that 
included a Statement of Intent Form for indicating financial 

support and the sharing of your talents with Trinity Lutheran.  On Sunday, 
November 9, these statements will be collected during the service.  A light 
luncheon will follow.  
 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 
 
November 2 – Pastor Cheri Johnson 
November 9 – Candy McCorkle-Boughton, VP Diversity & Inclusion, WMU 
November 16 – Pastor Cheri Johnson 
November 23 - Pastor Erick Johnson 

November 30 - Pastor Cheri Johnson (Final Sunday) 
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ROAD RUNNERS 
 

On Thursday, November 20, the Road Runners will meet at 
Lux Cafe at 11:30am. Come on out for good food and great 
conversation. 
  
Also, The Road Runners will have their Annual Christmas Dinner at Clara's On 
The River on December 18 at 6:00 pm. I will have a Sign-Up sheet starting 
November 2 available until November 23 so I can make our reservation on 
Monday, December 1. 
  
Thank You, 
                        Wayne 
 

CELEBRATION INVITE 
 

This was received from our friends at First Congregational Church - anyone 
that has attended one of their celebrations knows how wonderful they are!!    
 
Hey, we are having another potluck party celebrating 
the holidays ahead🌲  and welcoming Rev Nate back 
from his sabbatical. 

🧡
 We'd love to have Trinity folks 

join the fun!! Party after service - 11 ish! Always 
welcome to join the service at 10 too! Just rec'd a check from Trinity! We'll get 
a proper thank you sent out soon. Thanks to your wonderful congregation - 
awesomely loving humans

😍💝
 

Sharalyn Davis  
 

ADVENT BAGS  
Advent begins Sunday, November 30.  As we have done for 
several years, we are asking you to fill an “Advent Bag” with 
food items during the Advent Season.  We will be delivering 
them to the Franklin Food Panty after the first of the year.  
Pick up a bag to fill from the back of the sanctuary.  The bags 
are due back by December 28.    
 

 



 4 

COOKIE EXCHANGE & CARD MAKING 
 
Sunday, November 30, the first Sunday of Advent, is our annual Cookie 
Exchange during Coffee Hour.  Bring some cookies to swap and enjoy a 
few with your coffee.  If you don’t have cookies to bring, no problem!!  
You can still enjoy your coffee and take some cookies home!!  Boxes will 
be provided. 
 
Also, during that time we’ll be making cards to send to 
our shut-ins and the families we have 
adopted for our Tree of Wishes.  You can 
also make a card or two for your own 
personal use.   
 
 
 
                   
iN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 1 
              
Did you see the beautiful sunflower in our garden that 
was grown by Co-Op member Darla Woodman?  What a 
bright reminder of the beauty in God’s world!!!  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
iN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 2 
 
 

Ronnie Cung used a game of tossing the 
ball into a basket to demonstrate how God 
still rewards you with grace (in this case a 
cookie) even if you miss.   
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 3 
 
Our own Emily Hickey is a busy 
young lady!!  She makes candles 
and wax warmers to sell and she 
offered some for sale during coffee 
hour on October 5.  She also led 
acolyte training for some of her 
friends on Sunday, October 26.  

 
 
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 4 

  
On Sunday, October 12, we welcomed Ricky 
Perry, Chaplain at the Haven of Rest as our 
guest speaker.  He shared an inspirational 
message based on the Kingdom Covenant with 
our guideline being The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 

 
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 5 
 
Sunday, October 19, was Clergy 
Appreciation Sunday and we 
honored Pastor Cheri with cake!!  
Too bad we couldn’t serve “Fish 
Bait Soup”! (One of her widow 
stories!) 
 
 
 
 
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 6 

 
Did you see the WWMT feature on 
October 24 about the Woman’s Co-
Op and the Scare Affair at Leila 
Arboretum?  
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST MONTH … PART 7 
 
We all enjoyed Pastor Erick sharing the Reformation 
Story by reading a wonderful pop-up book to us on 
Sunday, October 26. What a fun and informative way 
to remind all of us about Martin Luther and the 
foundation of our church! 

 
This and That ….. 
 

Our wonderfully talented music director Ronnie 
Cung is performing in a free concert on 
Saturday, November 8, in Kalamazoo. This is a 
great opportunity to hear and appreciate the 
musical gifts that he shares with us every 
Sunday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2026 PROPOSED BUDGET 

 
At their October 28 meeting, the Council approved the proposed budget for 
the 2026 year.  The congregational meeting to approve the budget will be 
held immediately after the service on Sunday, December 14. A copy of the 
budget is being sent as a separate document with this newsletter for you to 
examine and prepare your questions.  Note, it is expected that this budget 
will need to be amended when we begin our partnership with St. Peter. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

On Friday, December 12, we’ll be having our annual 
Caroling Party when we begin our evening caroling at 
The Oaks and The Legacy on North Avenue.  
Afterwards, we’ll gather at the Eversons for a light meal, 
some beverages and warm fellowship. Mark your 
calendar and save the date for an always fun evening.  Watch for more 
details in the December Trumpet.   
     
 

WELCA ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The next WELCA meeting will be held on Sunday, December 14, 2025, 
with the time to be announced later.  It most likely will be after church 
service.  Location is to be clarified as well.  The upcoming meeting will 
review WELCA constitution and vote on it.  Discussion from the last 
meeting revolved around interest in developing a book club and hosting an 
annual Ladies’ Tea.  More ideas are to be discussed as well. 
Anyone interested in joining this WELCA chapter in Battle Creek can email 
Barb Marquette directly at blmarquett@aol.com to give her your email 
address.  She can send all information directly to you.   Diane Andert can 
take your name and email address and give to Barb Marquette as well.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Diane at dandert@icloud.com or 
blmarquett@aol.com   Thank you and I hope the women at Trinity consider 
joining this WELCA Chapter. 
 
Diane A. 
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RECIPE CORNER 
 

Deep Dish Chicken Pot Pie 
Connie Everson 

 
Ingredients:             

• 1+ lb boneless chicken, breast or tenderloins, cubed 
• ¼ c light Italian dressing 
• 4 oz (1/2 package) light cream cheese, cubed 
• 2 T. flour 
• ½ c chicken broth 
• 10 oz frozen vegetables, thawed (I use corn, green beans and cubed 

hash browns, ½ vegetables, ½ potatoes; mixed vegetables would 
also be good) 

• 1 pie crust (I’m a “pie crust snob” and like Pilllsbury best) 
 
Directions:  

• Preheat oven to 375 degrees 
• Brown cubed meat in a large skillet in the dressing over medium heat. 
• The recipe says to remove chicken to melt the cream cheese, I just 

leave it in the pan and melt the cream cheese. 
• Add the chicken broth and flour, stir continuously until it thickens 

(basically making a white sauce).   
• Add the vegetables (and potatoes if using them), fold them in. I find 

that the vegetables often need to be drained of extra liquid 
before adding.  I often “pat them dry” with a paper towel. 

• Spray the bottom of a pie plate (I use my 9” one) 
• Scoop the chicken/vegetable mixture into the pie plate. 
• Cover with the piecrust, use a knife to cut 

slits in the top. 
• Bake for 30 - 35 minutes until the crust is 

golden brown. 
• Makes 6 servings 
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November Prayer Partners 
 

We are praying weekly for Lutheran Congregations in our Synod.  Our 
prayer partners for November are: 
 
November 2 – Grace Lutheran, Lansing, Rev. Brian Schneider-Thomas 
November 9 – Redeemer Lutheran, Lansing, Rev. Janice Hite 
November 16 – Emanual Lutheran, Ludington, Rev. Domingo Shriver 
November 23 – Victory Lutheran, Ludington, Rev. Ron Iris 
November 30 - Trinity Lutheran, Manton, Rev. Rosanne Anderson 
   

 
Worship Volunteers & Readings for November 

 
Lay Assistants, Sound & Streaming   Readings 
November 2 – LA: Laurie Swanson     Isiah 1:10 - 18  

     Sound: John Kolodizieizyck    Psalm 32: 1 - 7 
     Streaming: Quentin Valenzuela  2 Thessalonians 1: 1 - 4, 11 - 12 
        Luke 19: 1 - 10 
  

November 9 – LA: Chase Lehman            Job 19: 23 - 27a         
               Sound: Doug Martens                  Psalm 17: 1 - 9   
               Streaming: John Kolodizieizyck   2 Thessalonians 2: 1 - 5, 13 - 17     
                                                  Luke 20: 27 - 38  
                     
 
November 16 – LA: Tresa Garver      Malachi 4: 1 - 2a                
                Sound: Ellis Cutler     Psalm 98 
      Streaming: Doug Martens           2 Thessalonians 3: 6 - 13             
               Luke 21: 5 - 19 
 
November 23  – LA: Mary Conklin    Jeremiah 23: 1 - 6 
      Sound: Staff      Psalm 46 
         Streaming: Quentin Valenzuela  Colossians 1: 11 - 20   
                         Luke 23: 33 - 43 
 
November 30 - Doug Martens     Isaiah 2: 1 - 5 
                Sound: Staff      Psalm 122 
      Streaming: Doug Martens    Romans 13: 11 - 14 
         Matthew 24: 36 - 44 
  

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Religion_08.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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November Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays     Anniversaries  
11/19 – Jan Mead                                       11/19 – Travis & Kjersten Sullivan    
                                                                         11/26 – Bob & Laurie Swanson  

 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

COMMUNITY    IN OUR HEARTS/ON OUR MINDS 
Sharon Cutler     Cliff Whitney (Val’s Husband) 
Pam Ellison-Kring    Howard Winnie (Val’s Father)  
Linda Hermann     Rod Tungate (Janelle Hickey’s   
Tish Gancer             Uncle) 
Diane Andert      Colton Will (Andert’s Grand- 
JoAnn Rusan                                                    Nephew)        
       Roseann Littell (Connie Everson’s 
        Cousin) 
       Bob Kampius 
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OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT WITH TRINITY  

Trinity’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/trinity.church.581  

“Like” the Trinity Facebook page to follow events and activities.  

WEBSITE 
Trinity website: http://www.tlcbattlecreek.org 
Check out the What’s New tab to see the latest events going on at Trinity.  

  

TRUMPET 
To update your newsletter email/mail preferences, contact the church office 
at 963-5356 and leave a message.  

 

ONLINE GIVING 
Trinity now has online giving. Simply go to Trinity’s website, 
http://www.tlcbattlecreek.org and click on the yellow button that says 
“Donate” on the bottom left corner of the page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 12 

NOV2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      01 
       

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 
10:30  
Worship  
Coffee  
Hour  
 

8:30am-4pm  
Woman’s  
Co-Op  
Monday  
Mixer  
 

12:30  
Franklin 
Food 
Pantry 

6:30 Choir 
Practice 

  1:00 Ronnie 
Cung 
Concert 

09 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10:30  
Worship  
Coffee Hour 
2026 Intents 
Potluck 
 

8:30am-4pm  
Woman’s Co-Op 
Monday Mixer 
6 Trinity & St. 
Peter 
Visioning @  
St Peter 

 6:30 Choir 
Practice 

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
10:30  
Worship  
Coffee  
Hour  
 

8:30am-4pm  
Woman’s  
Co-Op  
Monday  
Mixer  
 

 6:30 Choir 
Practice 

11:30 Road 
Runners @ 
Lux 

 BC 
Christmas 
Parade 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10:30  
Worship  
Coffee  
Hour  
 

8:30am-4pm  
Woman’s  
Co-Op  
Monday  
Mixer  
 

7 Council 6:30 Choir 
Practice 

Thanksgiving 
 

  

30       
10:30  
Worship  
Coffee Hour 
Cookie 
Swap 
 

      



 13 

 
 


