TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
November 16h, 2025
23" Sunday after Pentecost
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous.
But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these

days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: "Do not be weary in
doing what is right.”

PRELUDE Ronnie Cung

WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,

+ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”v 1,2,3,4 ELW 632

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen

The congregation may be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a

Malachi, whose name means “"my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the
evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “"sun of righteousness” will shine on those who
honor God.

A Reading from Malachi,

!'See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 98
In righteousness will the Lord judge the world. (Ps. 98:9)

1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done ! marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have ! won the victory.
0 Lord, you have made ' known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight ! of the nations.
*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory ! of our God.
‘Shout with joy to the Lord, ' all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- ! joice, and sing. R
>Sing to the Lord ! with the harp,
with the harp and the ! voice of song.
°*With trumpets and the sound ! of the horn
shout with joy before the ! king, the Lord.
’Let the sea roar, and ! all that fills it,
the world and those who ! dwell therein.
¢Let the rivers ! clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to ! judge the
earth.
°The Lord will judge the ! world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity. R

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness
of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the
community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they
need to work.

A Reading from Thessalonians.

®Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep
away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that
they received from us. ' For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
irresponsible when we were with you, “ and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it,
but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. ’ This
was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. '’ For
even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not
eat. ' For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any
work. '“ Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living. '* Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly rises to greet the gospel.

ALLELUIA VERSE ELW PG 151
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Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the
end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they
need to testify and to endure without fear.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord

> When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ° “As for these things that you see, the days will come when
not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

' They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to
take place?” © And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name
and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

’“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” '’ Then he said to them, “Nation will rise
against nation and kingdom against kingdom; '' there will be great earthquakes and in various
places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over
to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my
name. '* This will give you an opportunity to testify. '* So make up your minds not to prepare
your defense in advance, " for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents
will be able to withstand or contradict. '° You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. '’ You will be hated by all because
of my name. '° But not a hair of your head will perish. '’ By your endurance you will gain your
souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.



The congregation is seated.

CHILDRENS SERMON

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Now Thank We All Our God” verse 1,2,3 ELW 840

*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation may be seated.



Prayer Requests.

Prayer requests are shared from the congregation as an assistant will pass along the
microphone. All are welcome to share their prayers which is followed by the Prayer Refrain.

Prayer Refrain Now Is the Time of Grace ACS 918
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Turn now, and seek God’s face, now be-hold God’s in-vi - ta-tion.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on 2 Corinthians 6:2 and Isaiah 58:6-9
Music: TIME OF GRACE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - (Assisting Minister)
The following responses will be used after each petition: Your mercy is great

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel using
discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response
to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power to
nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing natural
disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law enforcement
agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up the
common good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are marginalized or
underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or
oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate service
and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in building
equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness.
Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the faithful.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the Spirit, be with Trinity and our partner congregation, Emanual Lutheran Church,
Ludington, and their pastor Rev. Domingo Shriver as we all work to spread your word and
love throughout our communities. Hear us, O God,

Your mercy is great.

PASTORAL PRAYER

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements are shared from the congregation as an assistant will pass along the
microphone. All are welcome to share the “happenings’ of Trinity Lutheran Community.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
During Olffering, a choir performance will take place. This is followed by receiving of the
offerings where we stand and sing the 3" verse of ELW 736.



*OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY v.3 ELW 736
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Text: John Thornburg, b. 1954

Music: Amanda Husberg, b. 1940

Text © 1993 John Thornburg

Music © 1996 Abingdon Press, admin. The Copyright Company

Text © 1993 John Thornburg, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1996 Abingdon Press, admin. Music
Services, Brentwood, TN. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*OFFERING PRAYER - (Assisting Minister)

Let us pray.

God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things.

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever.

Amen.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the
promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of
every nation and tongue. And so, with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remember, therefore,

his acts of healing,

his body given up,

and his victory over death,

we await that day when all the people of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal.

*COMMUNION

This is God'’s table. All are welcome. Please take a small cup as you come forward and find a
space around the altar rail. Non-alcoholic grape juice is in the prefilled glasses and there is
gluten-free bread available. If you do not wish to commune, you are still invited forward for a
blessing. If it is easier to remain in your seat for communion, please let the usher know and we
will bring communion to you.

*Table Blessing —

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.
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*BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Canticle of the Turning” 1,2,3 ELW 723

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE :

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2025;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/26

Poinsettia Orders

It’s time to order poinsettias to adorn the altar on Christmas Eve.
The cost of each plant is $7 and the deadline for ordering is Sunday,
November 23. There’s a sign-up sheet in the narthex and at coffee
hour for you to order one or more. Plants can be taken home after
the Christmas Eve Service.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014
269-963-5356

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is made
in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

Contact info:

Pr. Cheri Johnson, Stated Supply

Cell: 973-886-2807

Email: pcjohnson1216@gmail.com

For emergency pastoral care contact:

Pr. Ed Ruble, St. Peter Lutheran Church
Cell: 269-569-4721

Email: pastor@saintpeterbc.org

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work in the world. Assisting with worship today:

Preacher: Pastor Cheri Johnson

Assisting Minister: Tresa Garver

Sound Board: Ellis Cutler

Streaming: Doug Martens

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY

November 16 — November 23, 2025

TODAY: 10:30am Worship, 11:30am Coffee Hour

MONDAY:

TUESDAY:

WEDNESDAY: 6:30 Choir Practice,

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30am Worship, 11:30am Coffee Hour, Poinsettia Orders Due,
Brunch Invite @ First Congregational Church after our service.

13



READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Jeremiah 23: 1 - 6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1: 1 - 6;
Luke 23: 33 -43

PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be
added by calling or emailing to office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer requests will stay on the list
for three weeks and can be renewed.

November 10: Janelle: Ginesa Edwards, Josh & Sarah Stacy, Markita Samuels; Connie: Ben;
Tresa: Angie

November 2: Connie: Vendolyn and all the victims of Hurricane Melissa; Janelle: Ginesa
Edwards, Sarah and Josh Stacey, Alicia Redditt; Tresa: Angela, Lisa; Jeff: Pastor Nate

October 26: Connie: Julie Raddatz, Jennifer Rogers; Anderts: Jeff; Janelle: Bob & Tina Gale,
Ginesa Edwards, Alicia Redditt, Josh & Sarah Stacey; Pastor Erick: Those who live with food
insecurity; Eileen: Mary

The Franklin Food Pantry desperately needs to have its shelves restocked. The items
needed are: Canned goods, soups, fruits, vegetables; also, cereal, juice, boxed milk, toilet
paper and soap. Cash donations are also appreciated. Please drop off any donations at
church placing them in the wagon in the narthex. Thanks!
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