TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday
April 20, 2025

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather
together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of
death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and
Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give
thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own,
that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers
and give new life to beloved servants of your church;

waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;

waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters
that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen
One. Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly king, Al - le - Iu - ial
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - Iu - ial
praise ¢ - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - Iu - ial
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - Iu - ial
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Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Zyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708



*GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE

Christ Has Arisen. Alleluia
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Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Tr. © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become
the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and
help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in
order to proclaim the good news of Jesus ' life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s
forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.

A reading from Acts:

34peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, *°but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. *¢You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of

all. *"That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: *¥how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with

him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree; “°but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to

appear, *'not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. *?He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “*All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ
to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the
establishment of God'’s victorious rule over all.

A reading from 1 Corinthians:
191f for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. 2! For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come
through a human being; 2 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 22 But each
in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 2* Then
comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every
ruler and every authority and power. 2° For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION v. 1 before, v. 2 after
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872—1955, alt.

Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymns Antciert & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.



*GOSPEL - Luke 24:1-12

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the
tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic
visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices
that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 2 but when they went
in, they did not find the body. # While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
dazzling clothes stood beside them. ® The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not
here, but has risen. ® Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, ” that the Son of
Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” & Then
they remembered his words, ° and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to
all the rest. ° Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the apostles. ! But these words seemed to them an idle tale,
and they did not believe them. 2 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON: Pastor Cheri Johnson



*HYMN OF THE DAY

Allelwma! Jesus Is Risen!
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Cortemnporary Worship 1, admi

n. Augsburg Fortress.
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Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted
under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER REFRAIN ELW 388

Be Not Afraid
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community

Music: BE NOT AFRAID, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.glamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE
LICENSE #A-703197.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us rejoice and be glad on this festival of Christ’s resurrection, offering our prayers to God
for all in any need, concluding each petition with the Easter response ‘‘for Christ is risen,” and
you are invited to respond, “Christ is risen indeed. ”

Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and mountains with
life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in all that grows this season.
For Christ is risen:

Christ is risen indeed.

Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new hope for
peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are steadfast in their
commitment to justice and transformation. For Christ is risen:

Christ is risen indeed.



Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or food, and
those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who are fearful, ill or
grieving. For Christ is risen:

Christ is risen indeed.

Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at work in the
world and our community. Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people beyond our
walls. For Christ is risen:

Christ is risen indeed.

Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our beloved dead.
Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all the saints at the heavenly
banquet. For Christ is risen:

Christ is risen indeed.

Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the good news of
Christ’s resurrection. Bless all ministries, that their work plant seeds that flourish. Today we
pray especially for Calvary Lutheran Church in Elk Rapids and their pastor, Rev. Zac Nelson,
For Christ is risen:

Christ is risen indeed.

PASTORAL PRAYER

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in
the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PRAYER REFRAIN ELW 388

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

CHOIR ANTHEM
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Text: John Macl.eod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958

Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE

LICENSE #A-703197.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:
Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace

along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,

breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the
waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you
for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and
resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And believing the
witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and
promised feast.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth burning with justice, peace, and love.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy
Church, both now and forever. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

*COMMUNION

This is God’s table. All are welcome. Please take a small cup as you come forward and find a
space around the altar rail. Non-alcoholic grape juice is in the prefilled glasses and there is
gluten-free bread available. If you do not wish to commune, you are still invited forward for a
blessing. If it is easier to remain in your seat for communion, please let the usher know and we
will bring communion to you.



*TABLE BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

*BLESSING

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, +F Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.



*SENDING HYMN

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Practorius, 1571-1621

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

7




POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, M1 49014
269-963-5356

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is
made in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity
or expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work in the world. Assisting with worship today:

Presider Rev. Cheri Johnson
Assisting Minister Laurie Swanson
Musician/Choir Director Ronald Cung
Sound Board

Streaming

A special thanks to Tish Gancer on trumpet and all our musicians for the festive addition to this
morning's service.

Thank you also to all who contributed lilies to decorate our sanctuary

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
April 20-27, 2025

TODAY': 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service
MONDAY:

TUESDAY::

WEDNESDAY': 6:45 pm Choir Practice

THURSDAY::

FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30 am Worship | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday, April 29" at 7:00 pm via Zoom



READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29; Revelation 1:4-8; John
20:19-31

PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be
added by calling or emailing office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer requests will stay on the list for
three weeks and can be renewed.

SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

Today in worship we hold in prayer our brothers and sisters at Calvary Lutheran Church in Elk
Rapids and their pastor, Rev. Zac Nelson. Learn more about their ministry at:
http://lutheransupnorth.org/.

Our prayer partner for next week is Trinity Lutheran Church in Frankfort and their pastor, Rev.
Richard Stieve. Learn more about their ministry at: https://www.trinityfrankfort.org/.



