TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Second Sunday of Lent
March 16, 2025

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God'’s desire to protect and save us, our God
persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to
seek God'’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the
face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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2 When dark-ness veils his love-ly face, 1 rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus-tainme in the rag-ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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in ev-ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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*GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world.
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in
the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his descendants
will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s
trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God'’s promise.

A reading from Genesis:
L After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram,
I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” > But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will
you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my
heir.” # But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but
your very own issue shall be your heir.” ® He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” ® And he believed the LorD; and the LoRD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give
you this land to possess.”  But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am | to know that | shall possess
it?” ® He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 1°He brought him all these and cut them in
two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. * And when
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him.

17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces. * On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To
your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates.”

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
1 The Lorb is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? The LoRrbD is the stronghold
of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
2When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they, my foes and my enemies,
will stumble and fall.
3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. Though war rise up against me,
my trust will not be shaken.
4 One thing | ask of the LoRD; one thing | seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LorbD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
®For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
® Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. Therefore 1 will
offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music to
the LoRD.
"Hear my voice, O LorD, when | call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
& My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LoRbD, | will seek.
% Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not away—
you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.
¥ Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the Lorp will take me in.
1 Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
12Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against me, false
witnesses breathing violence.
13This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!
14 Wait for the LorD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the LoORD!



SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17—4:1

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the
course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and
encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.

A reading from Philippians:

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the
example you have in us. * For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have often told you
of them, and now I tell you even with tears. *° Their end is destruction; their god is the belly;
and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 2°But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 2 He will
transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. ! Therefore, my brothers and
sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved.

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION v. 1 ELW 651
Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945

Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymus for the Lectionary. © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.



*GOSPEL - Luke 13:31-35
Neither Herod'’s plotting nor Jerusalem'’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his

sacrificial mission.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” 3 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work. 3 Yet
today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet
to be killed outside of Jerusalem.” 3 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to it! How often have | desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! * See, your house is left to
you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 613

Thy Holy Wings
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Oh, let me nes - tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, washme In the wa-ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly through good and ill in thee.
where 1 will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in thy nest.
Give me a will-ing  spir-it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strength and por - tion, my rock and hid - ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe-1ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren great and small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo-ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new-born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum-ber, en - fold us one and all.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version




Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com. Arr. ©
2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS
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I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me. walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
gttt I
7] )
i R

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need. Each prayer will close, God, in your mercy. And you are invited to respond,
Receive our prayer.

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen the voice of the
prophets who call humanity to faithful care of the planet, that they would not be silenced but
heeded as your messengers. God in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people what it means
to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and safeguard the world for
future generations. God, in your mercy,

receive your prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in body or
mind and for people living in fear or need. May all know they are not alone. God in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are divided over
earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside grudges and serve their
neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who have gone
before us. Help us to trust in you as they did and to live according to their example. God in your
mercy,

Receive our prayer.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless all churches, that your
people may take heart and stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. Especially we
pray for Evangelical Lutheran Church in East Jordan, and their pastor, Rev. Matt Deames.
God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

PRAYER REFRAIN v.1 ELW 325



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY V.2,5 ELW 659



Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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2 We are pil-grims on a  jour - ney, we are trav - ’lers
31 will hold the  Christ-light for you in  the night- time
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5 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
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Christ to you? Pray that I  may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile and bear the  load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.
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Text: Richard Gillard,

b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. All rights reserved.
International copyright secured. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,

through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come into the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power

QL

N .
,{Ib i |F P—1 r }D |P dl o S
; ' ' | ' | |

Oh, praise the liv -- ing Christ with  faith's  bright song - ful voice!
n 1 1 i
) ; . I ] ] K—r
Tt O
T = =

Ann -- ounce the gos - pel to the world and with these words re - joice:

n Refrain
s i ! 7= ! i
{y”? ] P | fE o = I
A\I 7] T T T 1 710
J -‘ T T l

We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymans for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and the suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

*COMMUNION

This is God'’s table. All are welcome. Please take a small cup as you come forward and find a
space around the altar rail. All the bread is gluten free. If you do not wish to commune, you
are still invited forward for a blessing. If it is easier to remain in your seat for communion,
please let the usher know and we will bring communion to you.



*TABLE BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*BLESSING

God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



*SENDING HYMN

Light Dawns on a Weary World
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Text © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music © 2000
William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.. Reprinted under
ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, M1 49014
269-963-5356

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is
made in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity
or expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work in the world. Assisting with worship today:

Pastor Rev. Cheri Johnson
Assisting Minister Tresa Garver
Musician/Choir Director Ronald Cung
Sound Board Staff

Streaming Quinten Valenzuela

Prayers Linda Hermann



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
March 16-23, 2025

TODAY': 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service
MONDAY:

TUESDAY::

WEDNESDAY : 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY': 7:00pm Lent Midweek Service @ St. Peter

FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY': 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swabhili Worship Service

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13;
Luke 13:1-9

PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be
added by calling or emailing office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer requests will stay on the list for
three weeks and can be renewed.

March 9: Janelle — Rod Tungate, Thanksgiving for the ten years of Pastor Kjersten’s ministry
with Trinity and blessings for her new position.

March 2: Janelle — Rod Tungate, thanksgiving for Jameson’s healing; Laurie — Pope Francis;
Connie — Heidi Sheffer; Tresa — thanksgiving and love for Trinity

February 23: Janelle — Rod Tungate, Jameson Dukes, Rob, Leah; Joann; Doug Markusic —
Thanksgiving for brother’s health; Connie — answers and healing for Jenny; Anderts — Colton;
Kathy — Steven (Kathy’s brother)

SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER
Today in worship we hold in prayer our brothers and sisters at Evangelical Lutheran Church in

East Jordan and their pastor, Rev. Matt Deames. Learn more about their ministry at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/235309744636377/.

Our prayer partner for next week is St. Paul Lutheran Church in East Lansing and their pastor,
Rev. Carl Ballard. Learn more about their ministry at: https://stpaul-el.org/.



