TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
First Sunday of Lent
March 9, 2025

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who
rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the mouth
the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small
pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus
shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain
us.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN
As the Winter Days Grow Longer
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God who bless-es earth with spring-time, shine
God who bless-es earth with spring-time, bloom with-in our hearts a - gain!
God who bless-es earth with spring-time, grant
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
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Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version
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Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the
wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading.
This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks.
In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.

A reading from Deuteronomy:

1 When you have come into the land that the LorD your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LoRD your God is giving you, and you shall
put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare
to the LoRD your God that | have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to
give us.” *When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of
the LoORD your God, ° you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. ® When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, ”we cried to the LorD, the God of our
ancestors; the LoRD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our

oppression. 8 The LoRD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; ® and he brought us into this
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 1° So now I bring the first of
the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before

the LoRD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. ! Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that

the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
1You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—
2you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold,
my God in whom | put my trust.”
% Because you have made the LorD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
19 no evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
1 For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
12Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
13'You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
141 will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name.
15They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
18 With long life will I satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in
the risen Christ as Lord.

A reading from Romans:

& «“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); ° because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. ° For one
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. 1! The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 2 For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who
call on him. ¥ For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

A Word for God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION v.1

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945

Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936

Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. Reprinted under
ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

*GOSPEL - Luke 4:1-13
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his
responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of

God.”

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. ® The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” # Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””

®Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. ® And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it
has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone | please. ” If you, then, will worship me, it
will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.””

9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying

to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 1°for it is written,



‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’
and
‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” ¥ When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY
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When We Are Tested
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2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our  souls,
4 When we  have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
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food that sus tains  us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE

LICENSE #A-703197.

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for this person, one with us in the body
of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of this congregation.

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God.
We are called to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Sibling in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism
among God’s people in this place?
| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for this new member in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

WELCOME

Let us welcome this sibling in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYER REQUESTS



PRAYER HYMN

v.1

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need. Each prayer will close, God, in your mercy. And you are invited to respond,
Receive our prayer.

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

Heavenly Father, open our eyes to your deeds and our ears to the sound of your call so that our
every act may increase our sharing in the new life you offer to us. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God, may we stand in solidarity today with all our brothers and sisters around the world who
are suffering. May we be united in your love and may we work together to build your kingdom
here on earth. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God, as we say goodbye to Pastor Kjersten for her ministry it's a time to bless her on her next
journey. Her leadership has been a beacon of hope for so many of us. May she find new
opportunities for living out her faith that uses her gifts and gives her joy. We have been truly
blessed to have her as our pastor these past 10 years. May you give her peace with the love and
gratefulness of our whole congregation. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Gracious God, speak your word anew among your church. Strengthen it to withstand the
temptation to turn inward in fear or complacency. Especially we pray for Christ United Church
in Dewitt, and their pastor, Rev. Alex Aivars. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

PRAYER REFRAIN v. 1 ELW 325

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERTORY

V.2,5

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile and bear the  load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.
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Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. All rights reserved. International

copyright secured. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,

through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come into the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymans for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc Reprinted under
ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and the suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour our upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

*COMMUNION

This is God'’s table. All are welcome. Please take a small cup as you come forward and find a
space around the altar rail. All the bread is gluten free. If you do not wish to commune, you
are still invited forward for a blessing. If it is easier to remain in your seat for communion,
please let the usher know and we will bring communion to you.



*TABLE BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*BLESSING

God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



*SENDING HYMN
Bless Now, O God, the Journey
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1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo-ple make,
2 Bless so-journ-ers and pil - grims who share this wind-ing  way;
3 Di- vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2055 E. Columbia Avenue
Battle Creek, M1 49014
269-963-5356

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image. Since every person is
made in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family. Whatever your gender identity
or expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious
background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here. Diversity of skills, gifts,
talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s
work in the world. Assisting with worship today:

Pastor Rev. Kjersten Sullivan
Assisting Minister Jeff Andert
Musician/Choir Director Ronald Cung

Sound Board Ellis Cutler

Streaming Quinten Valenzuela

Prayers Linda Hermann



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
March 9-16, 2025

TODAY': 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service
MONDAY:

TUESDAY::

WEDNESDAY : 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY::

FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:

NEXT SUNDAY': 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY': Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1;
Luke 13:31-35

PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be
added by calling or emailing office@tlcbattlecreek.org. Prayer requests will stay on the list for
three weeks and can be renewed.

March 2: Janelle — Rod Tungate, thanksgiving for Jameson’s healing; Laurie — Pope Francis;
Connie — Heidi Sheffer; Tresa — thanksgiving and love for Trinity

February 23: Janelle — Rod Tungate, Jameson Dukes, Rob, Leah; Joann; Doug Markusic —
Thanksgiving for brother’s health; Connie — answers and healing for Jenny; Anderts — Colton;
Kathy — Steven (Kathy’s brother)

February 16: Janelle — Chelsea, Jameson, Rod Tungate; Martens — Thanksgiving for successful
surgery for Steven; Anderts — healing for Colton; Joann and Steve, Jan and Linda.

SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER

Today in worship we hold in prayer our brothers and sisters at Christ United Church in Dewitt
and their pastor, Rev. Alex Aivars. Learn more about their ministry at:
https://www.christuniteddewitt.com/.

Our prayer partner for next week is Evangelical Lutheran Church in East Jordan and their
pastor, Rev. Matt Deames. Learn more about their ministry at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/235309744636377/.



