
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 19, 2025 

 

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was 

made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using 

wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one 

another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best 

wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 

  

PRELUDE           Lift Every Voice and Sing    ELW 841 

        

WELCOME 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

God-with-us, 

we confess that we have turned away 

those seeking shelter, 

claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 

We have made power and wealth our idols, 

while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 

We have overlooked the shepherds, 

expecting good news in prettier packaging. 

Too often, we have valued violence 

instead of your peace. 

Turn us from our ways to your ways. 

Grant us the grace to begin again. 

Free us from all that keeps us bound, 

and forgive our sin, 

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news and rejoice! 

You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 

 



*GATHERING HYMN                                  ELW 720 

 
Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 
 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you. 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 

grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:1-5 

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. 

Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over 

Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are called to the celebration. 

 

A reading from Isaiah: 

 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2 The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 

 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

  and your land Married; 

 for the LORD delights in you, 

  and your land shall be married. 

 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, 

  so shall your builder marry you, 

 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

  so shall your God rejoice over you. 

  

A Word for God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 36:5-10 

 5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

  and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; 

  you save humankind and animals, O LORD.  

 7 How priceless is your love, O God! 

  All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 

 8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; 

  you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

 9 For with you is the well of life, 

  and in your light we see light. 

 10 Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, 

  and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual 

gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that 

God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their mission together. 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 

know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not 

speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says 

“Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 

the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To 

one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 

the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 

individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

A Word for God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTEMPORARY READING 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968 

Martin Luther King Jr. is remembered as an American prophet of justice among races and 

nations, a Christian whose faith undergirded his advocacy of vigorous yet nonviolent actions for 

racial equality. A pastor of churches in Montgomery, Alabama, and Atlanta, Georgia, his 

witness was taken to the streets in such other places as Birmingham, Alabama, where he was 

arrested and jailed while protesting against segregation.  He preached nonviolence and 

demanded that love be returned for hate.  Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, he was killed 

by an assassin on April 4, 1968. Though most commemorations are held on the date of a 

person’s death, many churches hold commemorations near Dr. King’s birth date of January 15, 

in conjunction with the American civil holiday honoring him. An alternate date for the 

commemoration is his death date, April 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   v. 2, 3      ACS 1000 

 



Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1968 Augsburg 

Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

*GOSPEL – John 2:1-11 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through 

many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence 

into the world. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, 

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 

concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 

“Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites 

of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with 

water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it 

to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become 

wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 

knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 

first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 

wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY          ELW 705 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 



PRAYER REFRAIN           ELW 721 
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of Doubleday a div. of Random House, Inc. and Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. Music © 1996 Iona 

Community, GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE 

#A-703197. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need.  Each prayer will close, God of grace.  And you are invited to respond, Receive our 

prayer. 

 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

 

God, may your Spirit grow stronger within us. Bring the redemption proclaimed by your 

servants and let your light dawn over all the lands to honor your name. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Almighty Father, teach us to do your will, that guided by your Spirit we may come to that 

blessed city of everlasting day where all are one in heart and mind, happiness and delight and 

eternal peace. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Gracious God, we ask that your continued guidance, direction, and mercy be with the people, 

the first responders, and those who have lost their lives from the devastating fires in California. 

Give them the strength to move on and carry you with them during these times and let them 

know you are always with them. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Spirit of peace, celebrating this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray for neighboring 

congregations and ministry sites, especially Immanuel Lutheran Church in Big Rapids. Nurture 

our shared commitment to embody Jesus’ love, justice, and healing. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed 

among the people.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER REFRAIN           ELW 721 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  



PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    

And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING  Lift Every Voice and Sing     ELW 841 

 

 

OFFERTORY           ELW 708  

 
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 

Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always.  Amen. 

 

 

*WORDS TO LOVE BY 

Where Jesus is…there is joy, there is peace, there is love. 

And that is why he made himself the Bread of Life 

 To be our life of love and joy. 

 No one else can give what he gives,  

 and he is there all the time. 

             We have only to realize that. 

 

Dear Jesus, 

Help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go, 

Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 

Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly 

 that our lives may only be a radiance of yours. 

Shine through us 

And be so in us 

That every soul we come in contact with 

 may feel your presence in our soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer us 

but only Jesus. 

Stay with us 

And then we shall begin to shine as you shine, 

so shine as to be light to others. 

The light, O Jesus will be all from you. 

None of it will be ours. 

It will be you shining on others through us. 

Let us thus praise you in the way you love best 

 By shining on those around us. 

Let us preach you without preaching 

 not by words but by our examples 

 by the catching force 

 the sympathetic influence of what we do 

 the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear to you.  Amen 

 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God 

☩ bless you with joy, 

anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING HYMN          ELW 841 

 



 
 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

POSTLUDE       
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2055 E. Columbia Avenue 

Battle Creek, MI 49014 

269-963-5356 

 

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image.  Since every person is 

made in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family.  Whatever your gender identity 

or expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 

background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here.  Diversity of skills, gifts, 

talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are 

one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).  

 

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s 

work in the world. Assisting with worship today: 

 

Preacher / Worship Leader Laurie Swanson 

Assisting Minister   Tresa Garver 

Musician/Choir Director  Ronald Cung  

Sound Board   Ellis Cutler 

Streaming    Quenten Valenzuela 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 

January 19-26, 2025 

 

TODAY: 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service  

MONDAY:  

TUESDAY: 1:00pm Facebook Live Bible Chat  

WEDNESDAY: 10:30am Bible Chat | 5:30pm Bible Chat | 6:45pm Choir Practice 

THURSDAY:  

FRIDAY:  

SATURDAY:  

NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour | 3:30pm Swahili Worship Service 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 

12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

 

Pastor Kjersten will be out of the office Thursday afternoon (1/16) through Tuesday (1/21).  

She will be back in the office on Wednesday (1/22). 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be 

added by calling or emailing Pastor Kjersten. Prayer requests will stay on the list for three 

weeks and can be renewed. 

 

January 12: Jeff – Diane, Colton (Anderts’ great-nephew), those affected by the LA wildfires; 

Eileen – Steven (nephew), Kevin; Tresa – anyone who needs hope, strength, and courage; 

Chase – family friends dealing with illness, thanksgiving for getting closer to adoption.  

 

January 5: Gloria – Thanks for a wonderful year filled with many blessings of family; Connie – 

safe travels for the Eversons and the Kolodizieizycks, family of Lee Lafluer; Janelle – Rod 

Tungate, Joann Hickey; Eileen – family of Judy Blackburn; St. Peter Lutheran Church and 

Pastor Ed Ruble (last week’s prayer partner); Tish – Cindy; Jeff – Diane. 

 

December 24: Dick – Family of John Rabonaugh; Vicky – Maya; Shaundra. 

 

 

SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER 

Today in worship we hold in prayer our brothers and sisters at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 

Big Rapids.  Learn more about their ministry at: http://www.immanuelbr.com/. 

 

Our prayer partner for next week is St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Bridgeport and their 

pastor, Rev. Diane Sponheim.  Learn more about their ministry at: 

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsbridgeport. 

 


